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Restorative justice involves mediation, either face-to-face or through videos
or letters, between the victim and offender. It can be a long, difficult road,
particularly for violent crimes. The process involves the following: meetings,
victim impact statements so the defendant can absorb the consequences of his/
her crime and come to a sincere admission of guilt, a victim’s willingness to
forgive, restitution, community service opportunities, and the hope that the
criminal behavior will change.
Parishioner Margie Roetker said, “I have come to believe that the concept of

restorative justice—righting the wrongs that divide individuals—seems to be a
better way of seeking justice than the punitive justice systems that is
predominantly used.
An example of restorative justice is a Denver mother whose three-year old

son was killed by a 16-year old in a drive-by shooting. She finally met with the
defendant, serving a life without parole sentence. She took a number of steps
over a period of years, including working through grief and anger, visiting the
crime scene, and an eventual emotional meeting and prayers with the then 33-
year old prisoner. “This is not a short process,” said Department of Corrections
spokeswoman Katherine Sanguinetti. “We don’t want this to be a venue for the
offenders. This is about the victim, for the victim.”1 Nor does restorative justice
necessarily change the sentence.
An example in a school setting is a 15-year old high school student faced a

Restorative Justice (RJ) Council of ten persons. She chose to drink on a
weekend student government trip and had to be driven home. She not only
faced tough questions and an examination of motives but also, on the flip side,
each council member shared the student’s positive qualities and talents. She
was reminded of her self-worth and value. The Council also created three
contract items for her to live by, which also helped repair harm. “RJ is messy,
tough and personal. It is beautiful, rewarding and just.”2
Limited space here cannot convey the full impact of the complicated

emotions, various processes and individual arrivals at peace, resolve and
closure. References to the full articles in these complex cases are included and
reading them is recommended for a fuller understanding.
While writing this, I prayed that I may never be tested in this way. I cannot

answer the question, “Could I do this?” if someone in my family was a violent
crime victim. None of us can until we are there and only with God’s grace can
we say a resounding “yes” to the level of forgiveness that approaches Jesus’.

—Monica Knudsen
1www.denverpost.com, “Denver Woman Feels the Power of Restoration
2David Levine, Juvenile Justice Information Exchange, restorativejustice.org
see also: https://www.prisonfellowship.org and
restorativejustice.org, a program of Prison Fellowship International.

In this issue – Life! Death! Jokes!
Real Life Restorative Justice
Maybe It's Time to Grow Up
Life Belongs to God Alone
The Seamless Garment . . .
Parish Life; Capital Punishment
Keeping Vigil
Parishioner Profile: Margie Roetker

Real Life Restorative Justice Examples

Newsletter of Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church ~February 2019

Lord, now you let your servant go in
peace;
your word has been fulfilled:
my own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight
of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

—Luke 2:29-32

Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.
But I shall show you a still more excellent way.
If I speak in human and angelic tongues,
but do not have love . . .

—1 Cor. 12:31-13:1; from 2nd Reading,
4th Sunday in OT



2



As children we have a pretty clear idea about adult-
hood. Adults decide when dessert gets eaten; they make
rules, enforce rules and allow you to bend the rules; they
plan the parties and understand math. Adults know
things like Roman numerals and when you are supposed
to take a jacket to school. To be a grown up . . . that’s a
goal as a child because it has such privilege and authori-
ty. You planned for it: Remember saying “when I’m a
grown up I’m gonna . . .” ?
Perhaps as children, we were on to something: Adult-

hood as a goal not as an inevitable state but an enviable
position. I have been thinking about this a lot as I have
been deliberating on the phrase Child of God.
Child of God has a comforting ring for grownups.

With monthly mortgage payments, job pressure, anxiety
about caregiving weighing heavily, thinking of myself as
a Child of God is a blanket-cocoa-comfort amidst the
fear of failing in serious responsibilities. Child of God is
a healthy reminder of our origin and beloved status.
But what of assuming the privilege and authority of

being an Adult of God? What about claiming the agency
of maturity? As an adult of society, I speak like a adult,
think like a adult, reason like a adult. To be an Adult of
God would be to do away with childish things (1 Cor.
13:11) and assume the same maturity in my speech,
thinking and reasoning about the Divine and my call to
holiness that I do about the job and my call to profes-
sionalism, or one might with parenting and a call to par-
enting.
I am coming to realize, seeing myself as merely a child

in my faith life is denying the privilege of action that
naturally comes with age. It is a stunting of my own
growth and the action that God can do in the world
through me. After all, I have the power to plan parties,
understand fractions and I know when storms are com-
ing and how to read Roman numerals.
As an Adult of God, I can assess rules and their effect

on the inherent dignity of a human being, and I can
speak to enforcing those rules, bending those rules,
changing those rules and then do so. As an Adult of
God, I can assume leadership and responsibility. As an
Adult of God, I can see about more people around me
getting dessert. Maybe even first.

—Kathy Judge

6 Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get
run over if you just sit there. ~ Will Rogers

6 Always do right. This will gratify some people
and astonish the rest. ~ Mark Twain

6 Learn from the mistakes of others.
You can never live long enough to make them all
yourself. ~ Groucho Marx

6 Prayer is the key of the morning
and the bolt of the evening. ~ Mahatma Gandhi

6 Keep the dream alive:
Hit the snooze button. ~ Unknown

6 What's the difference between God
and fighter pilots?
God doesn't think he's a fighter pilot.

Maybe It’s Time to Grow Up Becoming
an Adult of God



—from 2nd Reading for 5th Sund OT
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Last summer Pope Francis decreed a change in Church teaching regarding state-sanctioned executions. The revision
is not sudden. His March 2015 letter of support to the members of the International Commission Against the Death
Penalty2 expressed his intent for the Church to contribute to their humane efforts because humans are made in the
image of God and “life . . . belongs to God alone.”
Last fall, in meetings regarding New Evangelization3, he wrote “It must be clearly stated that the death penalty is an

inhumane measure that, regardless of how it is carried out, abases human dignity. It is per se contrary to the Gospel,
because it entails the willful suppression of a human life that never ceases to be sacred in the eyes of its Creator and of
which – ultimately – only God is the true judge and guarantor. No man, “not even a murderer, loses his personal
dignity,”2 because God is a Father who always awaits the return of his children who, knowing that they have made
mistakes, ask for forgiveness and begin a new life. No one ought to be deprived not only of life, but also of the chance
for a moral and existential redemption that in turn can benefit the community.”3

State-sanctioned execution makes justice [equivalent to] killing a human being and assumes human courts that
render a death penalty decision are infallible. This sentence “is applied to people whose capacity to cause harm is not
current, but has already been neutralized, and who have been deprived of their freedom.”2

For Christians, the death penalty denies the fullness of the Gospel mandate to love thy enemies (Matthew 5:43-48).
The May 2017 revision to Church teaching reflects a “progress in the Christian understanding of truth in keeping with
the sanctity of life from conception to natural death.”3

—Kathy Judge

1New Revision of Number 2267 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on the Death Penalty—Rescriptum “Ex Audientia
SS.MI.” www.vatican.va/archive
2Letter to Members of the International Commission Against the Death Penalty. www.vatican.va/archive
3Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to Participants in the Meeting Promoted by the Pontifical Council for Promoting the
New Evangelization. www.vatican.va/archive

2267 The traditional teaching of the Church does not
exclude, presupposing full ascertainment of the identity
and responsibility of the offender, recourse to the death
penalty, when this is the only practicable way to defend
the lives of human beings effectively against the
aggressor. "If, instead, bloodless means are sufficient to
defend against the aggressor and to protect the safety of
persons, public authority should limit itself to such
means, because they better correspond to the concrete
conditions of the common good and are more in
conformity to the dignity of the human person.
"Today, in fact, given the means at the State's disposal

to effectively repress crime by rendering inoffensive the
one who has committed it, without depriving him
definitively of the possibility of redeeming himself,
cases of absolute necessity for suppression of the
offender 'today . . . are very rare, if not practically non-
existent.' [John Paul II, Evangelium vitae 56.]

Reissued 2267 Recourse to the death penalty on the
part of legitimate authority, following a fair trial, was
long considered an appropriate response to the gravity of
certain crimes and an acceptable, albeit extreme, means
of safeguarding the common good.
Today, however, there is an increasing awareness that

the dignity of the person is not lost even after the
commission of very serious crimes. In addition, a new
understanding has emerged of the significance of penal
sanctions imposed by the state. Lastly, more effective
systems of detention have been developed, which ensure
the due protection of citizens but, at the same time, do
not definitively deprive the guilty of the possibility of
redemption. Consequently, the Church teaches, in the
light of the Gospel, that “the death penalty is
inadmissible because it is an attack on the inviolability
and dignity of the person,”and she works with
determination for its abolition worldwide.1

Previous Catechism Teaching on theDeath
Penalty

Revised Catechism TeachingDeath Penalty
(May 2018)

Life Belongs to God Alone
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“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
clothes and divided them into four parts; one for each
soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was
seamless woven in one piece from the top.” John 19:23
John’s reference to Jesus’ seamless garment is full of

significance. This was a valuable piece of clothing in
Bible times, one for which the soldiers gambled at the
foot of the cross. Perhaps a follower made it for Jesus.
Perhaps it was a gift of thanks for a miracle worked or a
disease cured. Regardless, it was also an article of
clothing worn by the High Priests of the Temple and
they were forbidden to rip theirs.
In 1983, Cardinal Bernardin of Chicago gave a

landmark address at Fordham University, equating life
issues to Jesus’ seamless garment. This idea shapes
church teaching today. He compared all contemporary
life issues—abortion, euthanasia, unjust war, death
penalty, and any threat to human life—to Jesus’
seamless garment. Life is life and all lives are precious
in God’s eyes. There are no seams or places where there
could be a tear. There should be a consistent ethic of
protection of life at every stage and in every
circumstance.
By this way of thinking, it is contradictory to be

against abortion but for the death penalty. If all of us are
created in the image and likeness of God, our lives are of
equal value, regardless of circumstances.
“Our defense of the innocent unborn, for example,

needs to be clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is the
dignity of a human life, which is always sacred. Equally
sacred, however, are the lives of the poor, those already
born, the destitute, the abandoned and the
underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly
exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of human
trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of
rejection.” Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate
(Rejoice and Be Glad) of the Holy Father, Francis, on
the Call to Holiness in Today’s World.

—Monica Knudsen

The Seamless Garment, Human Life and the
Death Penalty

6 A Buddhist monk goes up to a hot dog stand
and says to the vendor,
"Make me one with everything."

6 Why did Karl Marx dislike Earl Grey tea?
Because all proper tea is theft.

6 A biologist, a chemist and a statistician are
out hunting. The biologist shoots at a deer and
misses five feet to the left. The chemist shoots
at the same deer and misses five feet
to the right.
The statistician shouts, "We got him!"

6 If you're not part of the solution...
You're part of the precipitate.

6 My friend went bald years ago, but still carries
around an old comb with him.
He just can’t part with it.

6 A cowboy rides into town in the Wild West and
shoots an artist.
The sheriff asks him,"Why did you do that?"
The cowboy says,"I thought he was going to draw."

6 I finally figured out what’s wrong with my brain.
On the left side, there is nothing right.
On the right side, there is nothing left. COCOCOCO

Happy Valentine's Day



5

Parish Life
Baptisms-December
Fabian Rodriguez
Emerson Reyes
Celia Castanada
Julia Ramos

New Parishioners-December
Keunang and Alexis Sobotamoh

Dolores Scopel
Michele Stokes
Alma Fernandez

Juan and Brenda Ruiz

Anniversaries
February Anniv.
01st Salvador and Lucia Velasco 17th
04th Alejandro and Lorena De Anda 07th
07th Ruben and Laura Hernandez 17th
10th Lauro and Claudia Saucedo 34th
19th Raymond and Sharon Carter 53rd
25th Stuart and Alicia Galbo 24th
27th Boyd and Rossanna Blackaby 31st

Weddings-December
Rolando Gomez and Idania Muniz

Deaths-November
Jimmy Lee Cornelius Jr.

Melanie Saucedo
Jack L. Shepard

Arthur Michael Kellly



After 15 years on death row on January 23, 2001,
Mark Fowler was killed by lethal injection by the State
of Oklahoma. His death certificate classifies Mark’s
death as “Homicide.” Even the State of Oklahoma
classifies the death penalty as murder.
In 1985 Mark and another young man were involved

in a grocery store robbery that resulted in the murder of
three store employees. Despite the belief that Mark was
not the one who killed the store employees, he and the
other young man were both convicted of the crime and
given the death penalty.
St. Charles parisioner Jim Fowler, Mark’s father, has

advocated against the Death Penalty ever since. He
believes that “violence leads to violence” and that the
death penalty is a murder that all taxpayers are
responsible for. Jim’s perspective of mercy extends to

everyone on death row and his experience with tragedy
extends beyond the incarceration and death of his son.
In May of 1986, Jim Fowler’s mother was raped and

murdered. The original suspect for the crime, an R.
Miller, was convicted and sentenced for execution. Later
evidence revealed that Mr. Miller was not responsible
for the death of Jim’s mother. Nearly executing a man
for a crime he did not commit convinced Jim Fowler that
the death penalty is wrong. Even when the true murderer
of Jim’s mother was found and convicted, Jim advocated
against the use of the death penalty. Jim calls the state of
Oklahoma a “Kill State” and calls those of faith to
abolish the death penalty.

—John Grim,
with special thanks to Mr. Jim Fowler for sharing his story

Capital Punishment—a Legal Homicide

Q. On which planet is the largest mountain in the solar system found?
A. Mars: the mountain is called Olympus Mons.

Q. What is the product of a body's mass and its linear velocity?
A. Momentum.

Q. Brass is an alloy of which two metals?
A. Copper and zinc.

6 What did the nuclear physicist have for lunch?
Fission Chips.

6 I've been trying to think of an electrical pun but now my head Hertz.

6 Do you find bone puns humerus?







St. Charles Borromeo—February 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 27 2826

Confessions every
Wednesday at 7 pm and

Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

M
0
4
11
18
25

T
0
5
12
19
26

W
0
6
13
20
27

T
0
7
14
21
28

F
1
8
15
22
29

S
2
9
16
23
30

Mar 2019
S
0
3
10
17
24
31

M
1
7
14
21
28
31

T
1
8
15
22
29

W
2
9
16
23
30

T
3
10
17
24
31

F
4
11
18
25
28

S
5
12
19
26
29

Jan 2018
S
0
6
13
20
27
30

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

4:00 PM
Newsletter Meeting

5:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

7:00 PM Parish
Council Meeting

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

6:30 PM
Peace and
Justice

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

Blood Pressure
Checks after

11 AM & 1 PM Mass

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal
Seminar

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal
Seminar

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:00 PM Social
Ministry Board

11:00 AM
Baptisms during

Mass

6:30 PM First
Communion
Parent Meeting

Parent/Student/Teacher

8:00 AM
Knights
Breakfast

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

6:00–7:30 PM
PTC Meeting,

Gym Archdiocesan
Spelling Bee

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

No School
Teacher
Inservice

Presidents Day

9:30 AM Class
Pictures

First
Reconciliations
at 9, 10 & 11 AM

11:00 AM
Baptisms
Spanish

Catholic Schools Week

Parent/Student/Teacher

WOSC
Bake Sale
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

February Saints and Days
02 The Presentation of the Lord; Feast;Groundhog Day
03 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
05 St. Agatha;Memorial
06 St. Paul Miki and Companions;Memorial
08 [St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita]
09 [BVM]
10 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
11 [Our Lady of Lourdes]
14 Ss. Cyril and Methodius;Memorial; Valentine's Day
16 [BVM]
17 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
18 President's Day
21 [St. Peter Damian]
22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle; Feast
23 St. Polycarp;Memorial `
24 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time



1007 - 1072
He knew hardship as a child, but was well-

educated, was ordained and entered
monastic life. He embraced prayer and
penance and exhorted others to restore

discipline to their lives in the monastery and
as bishop of Ostia. Declared Doctor in 1828.

Cyril c.825 - 869; Methodius 815 - 885
Brothers called "Apostles to the Slavs."
They devised the "Glagolitic" alphabet to

translate Scripture and other works.
Followers of the two developed the

Cyrillic alphabet.

Keeping Vigil

We, twelve,
a faith-sanctioned jury
gather
coat-wrapped,
scattered like opinions
among pews,
in consensus that Oklahoma
does not speak for us,
does not mend murder
with death.

When at six o’clock
the State silences,
we voice the names
victim criminal
raise song and prayer
keep vigil so as
not to fall asleep
in hushed compliance.

–mkj





Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, John Grim,
Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Margie Roetker and Charlene Smith.

Humilitas
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Parishioner Profile: Margie Roetker and OK-CADP
My father said he learned one lesson in the Army:

“Never volunteer for anything.” “However,” Margie
Roetker said, “he never managed to teach that to his
daughter.”
For the past two years, Margie has been St. Charles’

representative from the Peace and Justice Committee to
the Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty.
“The group’s activities include speakers, lobbying to

seek changes in the law, the Bob Lemon scholarship
fund for continuing education for defense attorneys,
support for crime victims and their families as well as
prisoners on Death Row and their families. The
Coalition also monitors Death Row cases.
A few years ago, a prayer service was held at St.

Charles for crime victim(s), their families and the person
to be executed. For the past three years, there has been a
moratorium on executions due to problems surrounding
the method of death by lethal injection.
Father Luschen said, “People like Margie and others

from other churches and organizations, who work on this
issue, help us to keep this before our eyes, minds and
hearts. To try to see the dignity of even a person who
may have committed terrible crimes or someone that has
deeply hurt us is a challenge. But we follow the
example of our Lord Jesus who forgave even the people
who worked to put Him to death.”
Margie said, “The original purpose of capital

punishment was to be a deterrent but there is no
evidence to support this. The crime rate in states with
capital punishment is not lower than in those states that
have abandoned it. Too often it is those least able to
afford good defense who are condemned. And as the
Innocence Project has shown, wrongful convictions
occur. Of 400 wrongful death penalty convictions, 23
people who were innocent were executed before they
could be exonerated.
For Margie, this work has “challenged me to be less

judgmental and to realize that each of us is capable of

the best and worst of what it means to be human. She
thinks people deserve a chance to recover their
humanity, come to terms with what they have done, ask
for forgiveness and make amends in a process known as
restorative justice (see page 1).
Margie is in agreement that there are cases where life

in prison with no parole may be a proper sentence.
“Many of those on Death Row you would not want to
see back in society. Some are mentally ill, some have
problems with addictions and others may not be ready to
accept responsibility for the hurt they have caused. For
those, alternative solutions are needed.”
“Loving the unlovable—I guess that is what God calls

us to do.”
Father Luschen also said, “This is one of the Dignity

of Life issues that we profess as Catholics—our belief
that all life is from God and that it must be honored as
sacred regardless of sin, disability, race, wealth, etc.”
“Those who work to advocate for the dignity of the

unborn, the poor, the sick, the prisoner, the immigrant,
the abused—all those individuals together, doing work
in their own little corner—help us to remember that it is
all a part of our teaching that life is sacred and that all
life has dignity by virtue of being created in the image
and likeness of God.”
“And so we thank those prophetic voices out there

who keep issues such as this in front of us and remind us
of God's call.”
Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty

meets the first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. at
First Unitarian Church on 13th and Dewey.
https://okcadp.org

—Margie Roetker and Monica Knudsen


